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INDONESIA TO USE
EAST GERMAN RADIOBROADCASTING TRANSMITTERS
IN ITS EXPANDING INTERNATIONAL PROPAGANDA EFFORT

The international radiobroadcasting capability of Indonesia will be
increased by as much as 800 percent by the construction of a new inter-
national radiobroadcasting complex near Djakarta. The new complex
is to be built by East Germany under the terms of a contract signed in
October 1964. This new contract follows an agreement of May 1964
between Indonesia and the Philips Company of the Netherlands for seven
powerful transmitters and brings Indonesia's 1964 commitment of funds
for radiobroadcasting equipment to a total of US $8.4 million. When
these transmitters become operational in late 1968, the tremendous
increase in transmission capability that they represent will herald the
emergence of Indonesia as one of the major international radiobroad-
casters of the world. Their completion also will mark the onset of an
intensified worldwide propaganda effort aimed at furthering Indonesia's
aspirations to Afro-Asian leadership.

1. Ba ckground

In the 15 years since Indonesia gained its independence, the deteri-
orated and loosely organized domestic radiobroadcasting facilities
inherited from the Dutch have been expanded, modernized, and con-
solidated into an important propaganda arm of the government, This
mass communications medium, at present consisting of 36 stations
having an aggregate power of approximately 330 kilowatts (kw), is
operated by the Ministry of Information in support of national policy.
During this same period the international radicbroadcasting facilities
of Indonesia have undergone relatively minor growth. International
radiobroadcasting facilities at present consist of three shortwave
transmitters in the Djakarta area, with an aggregate power of 170 kw,
that direct programs to Southeast Asia, the Pacific area, the Middle
East, North Africa, the Americas, and Europe.

The inherent international role served by several Indonesian
domestic radiobroadcasting stations has eased somewhat the require-
ment to meet the ''provocative broadcasts' of Malaysia by an expansion
of international facilities. DBecause all Indonesian demestic radiobroad-
casting stations utilize frequencies in excess of 2,300 kilocycles, their
resultant propagation characteristics permit coverage of contiguous
areas of Malaysia. An example of this capability was shown in
March 1964 when the propaganda~1aden nCrush Malaysia'' programs
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nesian domestic station in Palembang, South Sumatra.

2. Recent Developments

In October 1964 the government of Indonesia contracted with an
East German electronics firm for the construction of an entire inter-

Two of the 10 transmitters will be operated as individual units, and

the remaining 8 transmitters will be coupled to form 4 units of approxi-
mately 250 kw each. It is reported that the contract specifies Asia,
Africa, and Latin America as the target areas to which broadcasts

will be directed.

since 1956, as that agreement provided only for the exchange of pro-
grams and '"'experience. "

The increase of 1,000 to 1, 500 kw in international broadcasting
transmitter power represented by the East German contract will sup-
plement the transmitters purchased under the terms of an earlier
contract with the Philips Company of the Netherlands. The contract
with the Philips Company, signed in May 1964 and valued at USs $2.1
million, calls for the delivery of two 120-kw and five 50-kw trans-
mitters at an unspecified date. The 120-kw transmitters probably
will be used in international radiobroadcasting, whereas the 50-kw
transmitters probably will be installed in areas contiguous to Malaysia
for use in a dual domestic/international role,

3.  Outlook
The addition to Indonesia's international radiobroadcasting capa-

bility of transmitters having an aggregate power of from 1, 240 to
1,740 kw generally conforms to the ambitious expansion plan announced
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in October 1963. Although an interest in expanding international radio-
broadcasting is characteristic of most developing countries, the mas-
sive power of the new Djakarta international radiobroadcasting complex
will outstrip even the most optimistically planned developments for this
medium by other less developed countries. In fact the full operation of
these new transmitters will mark the emergence of Indonesia as one of
the major international radiobroadcasters of the world. Reflected by
this coming effort is the apparent strong need of the government of
Indonesia for an international voice that will provide both an apologia
for its aggressive policies in Southeast Asia and a vehicle for further-
ing its aspirations to Afro-Asian leadership.

The effectiveness of the expanding Indonesian propaganda effort
will be subject to limitations imposed not only by the audience poten-
tial in target areas but also by a number of technical and human factors
affecting transmission quality and program content. Nevertheless, the
completion of the new Djakarta international radiobroadcasting complex
portends an intensified worldwide propaganda effort.
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15 January 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Disseminetion Control Branch, DD/CR
FROM 1+ Chief, Publications Staff, CRR

SUBJECT +  Transmittal of Material

It is requested that the attached copies of CIA/BR CB 65-4, Indonesia
to use Bast Germsn Radiobroedeasti Tranemitters in Its Expanding Iritern&tional
"ﬁ%&a ¥ifort, Janusry 1905, Confidentisal/NO FORBIGN DiDarM, be forwarded

ag follows:

Copy No. Recipient
204 Btate, MR Communications Center,

Room 7818, State Dept. Bldg.

Attn: Herbert H. GQlantz

' Executive Assistant to the
Director, RES, Room 8722,

State Bldg.
205 National Security Agency
25X1A via GB3l, Ha.)
Attn: 25X1A

National Becurity Agency
Fort Meade, Maryland

206 Depsrtment of Commerce

Mr. (harles F. Boehm, CID/BIC

Room €031, Mein Commerce

Attn: Donsld 8. Parris, Acting Director
Office of Belentific & Technicsl Bjuipment
Business & Defense Bervices Administration
Depertment of Commerce, Room 4800-4, Commerce
Bldg. 1lkth St. & Constitution Avenue, N.W.
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207 USIA, Mr. Warren Phelps
USIA/IRR/D

Room Al2, Walker Johnson Bldg.
1734 New York Avemue, K.W.

Attn: Edgar T. Mer

tin, Engineering Mansger

Broedcastings Service
U.8. Information Agency, Room 1718
Tempo R Building
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26 Janusry 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Dissemination Controi Branch, DD/CR
FROM : Chief, Publications Staff, ORR
SUBJIECT 2 Transmittal of Material

It 18 requested that the attached copies of CIA/RR CB 65-4, Indonesis
to use Esst CGermsan Radmbroadeasting Trensmitters in Its Expending Inter-

netional Propégande Eifort, Jemusry 1965, Confidentiel/NO FOREIGN DISSEM,
be forwerded es follows:

gtate, INR Communications Center,
Room 7510, State Dept. Bldg.
Buggested distribution for
umbagsles ip Berlin, Moscow, Bern,

Iondon, Wellington, Menile, Canberrs,
Melbourne, Bangkok, Dlekarte; Hong KBg,
Kong, Rangoon, Kuale Lumpur, Sailgon,
Seoul, Singapore, Teipel, Tokyo, Vientisne,
Phnom Penh, Colombo end Ottewa

25X1A

Attachnents
Coples @212 - 4803, & #231 - #elo
ol CB 5-

ASTION COMPLETED

The disselanation requasted by

this memorandum has been completedy

BY; 7 25
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